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COURSE INFORMATION 
Description:  

In this course, we will discuss several of the major themes in the seminal 
work of Saul Kripke, paying particular attention to issues concerning 
naming, necessity, and identity. Much of Kripke’s work in metaphysics, 

philosophy of language, and logic fundamentally altered analytic 
philosophy’s landscape, such that anyone working in theoretical philosophy 
must come to terms with this Kripkean material. Here, we will do so by 

reading through major texts by and responding to Kripke. Topics of 
discussion will likely include Kripke’s objections to descriptivist theories of 

proper names, the notion of rigid designation, the relation between causality 
& reference, the semantics of natural kind terms, the nature and extension 
of essence & essential properties, the semantics of empty (and fictional) 

names, the semantics of belief reports, the (im)possibility of private 
languages, and Kripkean semantics for modal logic. Because this is a 

proseminar, extensive background knowledge in metaphysics, philosophy of 
language, and logic is not expected; however, it is assumed that participants 
have at least working knowledge of these topics (as might be gained from 

having attended the Einführung in die Theoretische Philosophie: 
Sprachphilosophie and the Einführung in die Logik & Argumentationstheorie).  

 
Course Objectives:  
This course is intended to introduce students to several seminar works in 

analytic philosophy on metaphysics, philosophy of language, and logic, 
preparing them for future work in these areas.  

 
Outcomes: 
Students taking this paper will  

1. Acquire knowledge regarding central issues & texts in analytic 
metaphysics, philosophy  
of language, and logic; 

2. Engage closely & critically with the claims and arguments of ‘classic’  
literature on these topics 

3. Develop their ability to think & write analytically 
4. Develop their powers of philosophical analysis and argument 
 

Requirements:  

 Participation & Reading. The student is expected to read all specified 

material prior to attending class, as well as attend class and 
participate in discussion. You must have read the required readings 



before class; otherwise you won’t be able to follow the discussion. You 

should also expect to have to read the core readings several times. 

 Weekly Assignments. Small sets of short-answer questions concerning 

the reading will be uploaded to the course website; students must 
complete 6. Students are expected to submit their answers to the 

instructor via email by 6pm of the day prior to class 

 2 Short essays (2000-4000 words/4-6 pages). A list of suggested essay 

questions will be distributed in due course. The first essay is due by 
10:00, 20 December 2013; the second by 10:00, 31 January 2014. 

 Term Paper. For students taking this course as their core course 
(Kernveranstaltung) will need to write a Hausarbeit (6000-8000 words). 

Paper topics, as well as submission dates, must be discussed and 
settled by week 7. Speak to the instructor to sort out relevant details. 

 
Texts: 
The main texts we will read are two series of lectures given by Kripke in the 

early 1970’s, both of which were reprinted as books at a later date: 

(1) Kripke, S. (1972/1980). Naming & Necessity, 2nd Edition. Harvard 
University Press.   

(2) Kripke, S. (1973/2013). Reference & Existence. Oxford University 
Press. 

If we’ve time, we’ll also read Kripke’s early work on modal logic, truth, the 

speaker’s reference and semantic reference distinction, and his puzzle about 
belief. Two further books we might look at are: 

(3) Kripke, S. (1982). Wittgenstein on Rules and Private Language: an 
Elementary Exposition. Harvard University Press. 

(4) Kripke, S. (2011). Philosophical Troubles, Collected Papers Vol. 1. 
Oxford University Press. 

Students are encouraged to purchase copies of these texts (especially N&N, 

which can be had rather cheaply and is definitely worth the money!). 
However, these texts (if available) are reserved in the Library. Further, as 

much of the readings as possible will be made available at the course 
webpage: 
 

http://nwwildman.wordpress.com/teaching/winter-semester-2013/kripkean-themes/ 

 
Note the ‘Readings’ page is password protected; contact me for the password. 
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