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Description 
This course serves as an introductory survey of metaphysics, with an emphasis on contemporary 
analytic readings and topics. Broadly construed, metaphysics concerns the most general questions 
one can ask about the world and our place in it. For example, we might ask about what sorts of 
entities exist – do medium sized concrete objects like people, tables, and chairs? What about more 
abstract entities like universals, numbers, and fictional characters? Relatedly, we can inquire after the 
various features of these things: assuming that tables do exist, what’s the relationship between a table 
and the various micro-objects that make it up? And how do such things persist through time? Of 
course, we can also ask general questions about the structure of reality. So, given the above, we 
might ask: just what is time, anyway? Does time flow, with moments moving from future, to 
present, to past, or is that just a product of our perception? Is time travel possible? If it is, can I go 
back in time and change the past? And what exactly does ‘can’ mean here? 
 
Here, we’ll aim to address many of these questions. As this is an introductory seminar, prior 
familiarity with metaphysical concepts is not presupposed. However, students are expected to have a 
basic grasp of logic and logic notion (as would be conferred by having attended the Einfuehrung in 
die Logik course).  
 
Objectives 
This course is intended to introduce students to basic texts and topics in analytic metaphysics. As 
such, it will lay the foundation for future engagement in independent research in this area.  
 
Outcomes 
Students taking this course will  

1. Acquire knowledge regarding central issues in metaphysics. 
2. Engage closely & critically with classic & contemporary literature in this area. 
3. Develop their ability to think & write philosophically. 

 
Requirements 

 Reading. Students are expected to read all specified material prior to attending class. You must have 
read the required readings before class; otherwise you won’t be able to follow/participate in the 
discussion. Readings will general be approximately 20-30 pages. All readings will be made 
available on the course webpage (details below). 

 Attendance. University regulations state that students are expected to attend a majority of a 
course’s meetings in order to receive credit for participation (maximum 3 classes missed).  

 Quizzes. Each class will begin with a very short, 5 minute, ‘open-book’ (you can use your notes 
and the reading itself!) quiz on the week’s reading. Note: all students (including those only taking 
the course as an elective) must complete the quiz.  



 Participation. Students are expected to participate in in-class discussion or email contact with the 
instructor (in case you're shy about talking in class). With discussion, seminars can be lots of fun; 
without discussion, seminars are boring. Let’s have fun, rather than be bored! 

 Hausarbeit. Students taking this as a Kernseminar for a BA module will need to write a 
Hausarbeit. Paper topics, as well as final submission dates, must be discussed and settled by 
week 7. Please contact the course instructor if you are interested. Note that a list of suggested 
topics will be posted by the end of week 4; though these are only suggested topics – feel free to 
pick something that interests you!  

 
Texts 

The primary texts for this course are: 
 
LOUX, M. Metaphysics: a contemporary introduction, 3rd ed. (2006). Routledge. [LM] 

CARROLL, J. & MARKOSIAN, N. An introduction to metaphysics (2010). CUP. [C&M] 
 
Copies of these are on reserve in the department library. Along with portions of these books, we will 
also read several journal articles, as well as snippets from other monographs. Readings for the course 
will be distributed via the course webpage, available here: 
 

https://goo.gl/je0W4v 
 
Readings will be uploaded as pdf’s to the associated ‘Readings’ page. Note that the Readings page is 
password protected; the password is ___________________. Should you lose the password, please 
contact the course organizer for a reminder! 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Preliminary Schedule 
(Note: schedule/readings are subject to change. Check the webpage for up-to-date listings!) 

 
Week 1 (Oct 13) Introduction & Organizational Matters 

 LEWIS, S. & LEWIS, D. ‘Holes’. Australasian Journal of Philosophy, 48 (1970): 206–212. 
 

§ I. ‘CONCRETE’ ISSUES 
 
Week 2 (Oct 20) Composition & Mereology 

 C&M. Selections from Chapter 8 (pp. 184-213) 

 
Week 3 (Oct 27) Constitution 

 PAUL, L. ‘The puzzles of material constitution’. Philosophy Compass, 5 (2010): 579-590. 

 
Week 4 (Nov 3) The Problem of the Many 

 LEWIS, D. ‘Many, but almost one.’ in Campbell, K., Bacon, and Reinhardt, L. (eds.), 
Ontology, Causality and Mind: Essays on the Philosophy of D. M. Armstrong, Cambridge: Cambridge 
University Press, pp. 23–38. 



 
 
Week 5 (Nov 10) The Nature of Time 

 LM. Chapter 7 (pp. 205-229) 

 
Week 6 (Nov 17)  Persistence 

 LM. Chapter 8 (pp. 230-258) 
 
Week 7 (Nov 24)   Causation  

 C&M. Chapter 2 (pp. 20-44) 
 
Week 8 (Dec 1) Personal Identity 

 C&M. Chapter 5 (pp. 103-132) 
 
Week 9 (Dec 9) Time Travel 

 LEWIS, D. ‘The paradoxes of time travel’. American Philosophical Quarterly, 13 (1976): 145–52. 

 
Week 10 (Dec 16) Substances 

 LM. Chapter 3 (pp. 84-120) 
 

-------------------- Christmas Break -------------------- 

Dec. 19 – Jan. 3 

 

§ II. ‘ABSTRACT’ MATTERS 
 
Week 11 (Jan. 6) Universals- Realism & Nominalism 

 C&M. Chapter 9 (pp. 227-250) 
 

Week 12( Jan. 13) Numbers 

 Benacerraf, P. ‘What numbers could not be.’ Philosophical Review, 74 (1965): 47–73. 
 
Week 13 (Jan. 20) Fictional Entities 

 VAN INWAGEN, P. ‘Creatures of fiction’. American Philosophical Quarterly, 14 (1979): 299-
308. 

 KRIPKE, S. selections from Reference and Existence (2013), Oxford Uni. Press. 
 

Week 14 (Jan. 27) Social Constructions 

 Ney, A. (w. Hazlett, A.). ‘The metaphysics of race’ from her Metaphysics: an introduction. (2014) 
Routledge. 

 
Note: some suggested further readings for each of the above topics is available at the bottom of the 
‘Readings’ page. Do not feel obligated to read this material for class discussion; however, if you’re 
keen, feel free to have a look! 


