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Description 
Philosophy of language is one of the few areas in which analytic philosophers have made 
indisputable progress, and it remains one of the fastest growing and most productive areas of 
modern analytic philosophy.  
 
In this advanced seminar, we will take a detailed look at three particular topics within philosophy of 
language: empty names and negative existentials, puzzles of intentional identity, and the semantics 
and pragmatics of pejorative language. As well as reading some classical papers, we’ll look at cutting-
edge research in these areas, 
 
As this is an advanced seminar, some familiarity with basic philosophical concepts, especially within 
the philosophy of language and logic, is pre-supposed.  
 
Objectives 
This course is intended to help students explore in depth some key topics within contemporary 
analytic philosophy of language, laying the foundations for future independent research in this area.  
 
Outcomes 
Students taking this course will  

1. Acquire knowledge regarding several key issues in philosophy of language 
2. Engage closely & critically with classic & contemporary literature in this area. 
3. Develop their ability to think & write philosophically. 

 
Requirements 

 Reading. Students are expected to read all specified material prior to attending class. You must have 
read the required readings before class; otherwise you won’t be able to follow/participate in the 
discussion. Readings will general be approximately 20-30 pages. All readings will be made 
available on the course webpage (details below). 

 Attendance. University regulations state that students are expected to attend a majority of a 
course’s meetings in order to receive credit for participation (maximum 3 classes missed).  

 Quizzes. Each class will begin with a very short, 5 minute, ‘open-book’ (you can use your notes 
and the reading itself!) quiz on the week’s reading. Note: all students (including those only taking 
the course as an elective) must complete the quiz.  

 Participation. Students are expected to participate in in-class discussion or email contact with the 
instructor (in case you're shy about talking in class). With discussion, seminars can be lots of fun; 
without discussion, seminars are boring. Let’s have fun, rather than be bored! 

 Hausarbeit. Students taking this as a Kernseminar for a BA module will need to write a 
Hausarbeit. Paper topics, as well as final submission dates, must be discussed and settled by 
week 7. Please contact the course instructor if you are interested. Note that a list of suggested 



topics will be posted by the end of week 4; though these are only suggested topics – feel free to 
pick something that interests you!  

 
Texts 

The primary texts for the first part of this course is 
 

 KRIPKE, S. (2013). Reference and Existence. Oxford: Oxford University Press. 
 
A copy is on reserve in the department library. We will also be reading several journal articles, along 
with snippets of various other monographs. Course readings will be distributed via the course 
webpage, available here: 
 

https://goo.gl/VMQ3D6 
 

Readings will be uploaded as pdf’s to the associated ‘Readings’ page. Note that the Readings page is 
password protected; the password is ___________________. Should you lose the password, please 
contact the course organizer for a reminder! 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Preliminary Schedule 
(Note: schedule/readings are subject to change. Check the webpage for up-to-date listings!) 

 
Week 1 (Oct 12) Introduction & Organizational Matters  

 KRIPKE, S. (2013). Reference and Existence. Oxford University Press. Selections from Chapters 1 and 
6.  

 
§ I. EMPTY NAMES & NEGATIVE EXISTENTIALS 

 
Week 2 (Oct 19)  Existent and non-existent objects? 

 MCGINN, C. (2001). Logical Properties. Oxford University Press. Chapter 2. 

 SALMON, N. (1998). ‘Nonexistence’. Nous 32: 277-319.  
 
Week 3 (Oct 26) Fictions, mythical objects, and negative existentials  

 VON SOLODKOFF, T. (2014). ‘Fictional realism and negative existentials’. In Garcia-Carpintero, 
M. and Marti, G. (eds.) Empty Representations. Oxford University Press, 333-52.  

 
Week 4 (Nov 2) Alternative approaches to ‘exists’ 

 WIGGINS, D. (1995). ‘The Kant-Frege-Russell View of Existence: toward the rehabilitation of the 
second-level view.’ In Sinnott-Armstrong, W., Raffman, D., and Asher, N. (eds.) Modality, Morality and 
Belief. Cambridge University Press, 93-113.  

 SAINSBURY, R.M. (1999). ‘Names, fictional names, and ‘really’’. Aristotelian Society Supplementary 
Volume 73.  

 
Week 5 (Nov 9) Inadvertant solutions?  

 RAY, G. (2014). ‘The problem of negative existentials, inadvertently solved.’ In GarciaCarpintero, M. 
and Marti, G. (eds.) Empty Representations. Oxford University Press, 262-74. 

 
 
 

https://goo.gl/VMQ3D6


§ II. INTENTIONAL IDENTITY: 
WHICH WITCH IS HOB & NOB’S WITCH? 

 
Week 6 (Nov 16)  Geach’s Puzzle 

 GEACH, P. T. (1967). ‘Intentional identity’. Journal of Philosophy 64 (20): 627-32. 

 EDELBERG, W. (1986). ‘A new puzzle about intentional identity’. Journal of Philosophical Logic 15 (1): 
1-25. 

 
Week 7 (Nov 23)   NO CLASS  
 
Week 8 (Nov 30) Mythical objects to the rescue? 

 SALMON, N. (2002). ‘Mythical objects’. In Campbell, J., O’Rourke, M., and Shier, D., (eds.), Meaning 
and Truth: Investigations in Philosophical Semantics, 105-123. New York: Seven Bridges Press. Reprinted in 
Salmon 2005, 91-107. 

 FRIEDELL, D. (2013). ‘Salmon on Hob and Nob’. Philosophical Studies 165 (1): 213-20. 
 
Week 9 (Dec 8) Modal approaches 

 GLICK, E. (2012). ‘A modal approach to intentional identity’. Nous 46 (3): 386-99. 

 
Week 10 (Dec 15) Collapsing the puzzle? 

 MANNING, L. (2015). ‘No identity without an entity’. Pacific Philosophical Quarterly 96 (1): 279-305. 
 

-------------------- Christmas Break -------------------- 

Dec. 19 – Jan. 3 

---------------------------------------------------------------- 

§ III. PEJORATIVES, SLURS & DISCRIMINATORY SPEECH 
 
Week 11 (Jan. 4)  Introduction 

 HOM, C. (2010). ‘Pejoratives’. Philosophy Compass 5 (2): 164-85. 

 CROOM, A. (2011). ‘Slurs’. Language Sciences 33: 343-58. 
 

Week 12 (Jan. 11) Puzzles about pejoratives 

 HOM, C. (2012). ‘A puzzle about pejoratives’. Philosophical Studies 159 (3): 383-405. 

 Williamson, T. (2010). ‘The use of pejoratives’. In Whiting, D. (ed.) The Later Wittgenstein on Language. 
Palgrave McMillan 

 
Week 13 (Jan. 18) Pragmatic & slurs 

 BOLINGER, R. (2015). ‘The pragmatics of slurs’. Nous 49(1). DOI: 10.1111/nous.12090 

 HEDGER, J. (forthcoming). ‘Meaning and racial slurs: derogatory epithets and the 
semantics/pragmatics interface’. Language and Communication. 

 
Week 14 (Jan. 25) Locating the problem? 

 SENNET, A. & COPP, D. (2015). ‘What kind of mistake is it to use a slur?’. Philosophical Studies 172 
(4): 1079-1104. 

 HOM, C. & MAY, R. (forthcoming). ‘Pejoratives as fiction.’ In Sosa, D. (ed.), Bad Words Oxford 
University Press. 


