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Description 
At the turn of the twentieth century, analytic philosophy emerged from a series of remarkable 
innovations in logic, the philosophy of language, and epistemology to become the dominant 
philosophical tradition in the English-speaking world. These innovations, many of which can be 
traced back to the pioneering work of Russell and Moore, profoundly influenced all areas of 
philosophy, and paved the way for much of contemporary philosophy.  
 
This course surveys the roots of these innovations by examining the main themes and methods 
that dominate early analytic philosophy, as well as the major figures who engaged with them, all 
with an eye toward the legacy left upon philosophy as it is practiced today. To that end, this 
course aims to provide students with a detailed, critical understanding of several key debates in 
the history of analytical philosophy, the sources of many of its defining problems, as well as some 
of its most instructive failures. Topics to be covered include (but are not limited to) the rejection 
of absolute idealism, problems about the nature of reference and meaning, logical positivism and 
its eventual failure, ordinary language philosophy, the analytic/synthetic distinction, and the 
revival of analytic metaphysics. 
 
Through an appreciation of the historical development of the tradition and familiarity with the 
methods associated with it, students will become familiar with several key debates in metaphysics, 
epistemology, philosophy of language, philosophy of science, and philosophy of mathematics. 
Over the course of the semester, students will gain a solid grounding in the history of analytic 
philosophy, as we progress chronologically through representative texts from that period, using 
them as catalysts and constituents for ongoing investigations and debates.  
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Objectives 
This course is intended to allow students to explore the history of early analytic philosophy, to 
understand and critically assess the views of early 20th century philosophy, and discuss the 
relevance of these early views to the study of contemporary philosophy. 
 
Outcomes 
Students taking this course will  

1. Acquire knowledge regarding several major issues in analytic metaphysics, philosophy of 
language, epistemology, and philosophy of mathematics. 

2. Engage closely & critically with seminal work in these areas. 
3. Analyse and critique the views of several key figures in these areas. 
4. Develop their ability to think & write philosophically. 

 
Requirements 

 Reading. Students are expected to read all specified material prior to attending class. You must 
have read the required readings before class; otherwise you won’t be able to 
follow/participate in the discussion. All readings will be made available on the course 
webpage: 

http://wp.me/P37bab-zZ 



Note that the ‘Readings’ page is password protected; the password is __________. If you 

lose the password, please contact the course organizer for a reminder. 

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 

COURSE SCHEDULE & READINGS 

[Note: Black bullet points are main readings; white bullet points are supplemental readings] 

1. (10 January) Introduction & Some Historical/Philosophical Background 
 
2. (17 January) British Idealism, Relations, and the Possibility of Analysis 

 Bradley – ‘Substantive & Adjective’; ‘Relation & Quality’; ‘Note B’ (from Appearance & 
Reality) 

 Moore – ‘External and Internal Relations’ 

 Russell – Principles of Mathematics, §§94-99 
o Quinton – ‘Absolute Idealism’ 
 

3. (24 January) Moore’s ‘New Philosophy’ 

 Moore – ‘The nature of judgement’ 

 Moore – ‘The refutation of idealism’ 

 Moore – ‘The subject matter of ethics’ (from Principia Ethica) 
o Moore – ‘Proof of an external world’ 

 
4. (31 January) Propositions and Truth 

 Russell – Principles of Mathematics, §§46-55 

 Moore – ‘Truth and Falsity’ 

 Russell – ‘The nature of truth’ 
 

5. (07 February) Denotation and Judgement 

 Russell – ‘On denoting’ 

 Russell – ‘On the nature of truth and falsehood’ 
o Russell – ‘On the nature of truth’ 

 
NO CLASS 14 FEBRUARY (READING WEEK) 

 
6. (21 February) Russell on Knowledge of the Material World 

 Russell – ‘Knowledge by acquaintance and knowledge by description’ 

 Russell – ‘The relation of sense-data to physics’ 

 Russell – ‘On our knowledge of the external world’ 
o Russell – ‘Appearance and reality’ (from The Problems of Philosophy) 
 

7. (28 February) Russell’s Logical Atomism 

 Russell – The Philosophy of Logical atomism, §§1-3 

 Russell – ‘Logical atomism’ 
o SEP Article on Russell’s Logical Atomism 

 
8. (07 March) Wittgenstein’s Tractatus 

 SEP Article on Wittgenstein, §2 

 Wittgenstein – Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus §§1 – 2.063 
o SEP Article on Wittgenstein’s Logical Atomism 



 
9. (14 March) Responses to the Tractatus & Ramsey 

 Ramsey – ‘Critical Notice of Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus’ 

 Ramsey – Universals 
 

10. (21 March) Logical Positivism & the ‘Quinean’ Revival of Metaphysics 

 Ayer – Language, Truth, and Logic (Chpts. 1 & 4) 
o SEP Article on Logical Empiricism 

 Quine – Two Dogmas of Empiricism 
o Quine – Truth by Convention 
o Quine – On What There Is 
o Kripke – Identity and Necessity  


